GEORGE THE THIRD
house in Bloomsbury, and the military were sent to protect him
from their wrath.
In the meantime, however, the weavers had gone to see the
King. They had heard that he was at Richmond, but on arriving
there they learnt that he was holding a review of his troops at
Wimbledon, and they hastened after him. The weavers' leaders
begged an audience: it was immediately granted. The King
showed them the greatest kindness and listened to their grievances:
he promised that he would do all he could to assist them. No doing
could have been more graciously done: the weavers, pouring
out blessings upon the Kong, marched back in orderly fashion to
London. But the worst elements in the mob were bent upon
making the occasion an excuse for riot; and the subsequent
disorders, directed chiefly against Bedford, jeopardized the
weavers' case. But the memory of the King's sympathetic
hearing of their grievances lived long in Spitalfields.
The hash which the Ministers had made of the Regency Bill
exhausted the royal patience. George had suffered much at the
hands of Grenville and his colleagues—more than the world will
ever know: he had borne their insolences patiently in the firm
belief that a political upheaval would have been detrimental to
the best interests of his people; and the fact that he may have
been mistaken in that view cannot be allowed to detract from
the sincerity of his own convictions. Office had only served to
emphasize an arrogance which was natural in Grenville. Un-
wittingly perhaps he went out of his way to make the King's
position as difficult as possible. George once told Bute:
When he [Grenville] has wearied me for two hours, he looks at
his watch to see if he may not tire me for an hour more.
From Grenville's own words it can be proved that their talks
were often distressingly unhappy experiences for the King.
The King during this conversation seemed extremely agitated and
disturbed: he changed countenance and flushed so mucli that the
water stood in his eyes from the excessive heat of his face.
This is Grenville's record of an interview at the end of April
1765.   One is tempted to ask how far the worries suffered during
the period of Grenville's Administration were responsible for
the terrible malady which finally robbed the King of his sanity.
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